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Procedures for Considering Expulsions
A.
When determining whether to expel a student and the length of expulsion, the following factors may be considered in each individual case:

1.
The degree of danger the student poses to others or property, including consideration of past conduct;


2.
The age of the student;

3.
The effect a term of expulsion will have on the student’s education;

4.
The desire of the student to make good use of the educational services provided;

5.
Whether the student has made good use of educational services in the past;

6.
The degree of responsibility and remorse the student feels regarding his/her offending conduct; and,

7.
The support of the student’s parent(s)/guardian in reforming the student’s offending conduct and preventing the recurrence of such conduct.

B.
In accordance with state statutes, students may be expelled from school by the board if it finds the student:


1.
Is guilty of repeated refusal or neglect to obey the rules;

2.
Knowingly conveyed or caused to be conveyed a threat or false information concerning an attempt or alleged attempt being made or to be made to destroy school property by means of explosives;

3.
Engaged in conduct while at school or while under the supervision of a school authority which endangered the property, health, or safety of others;

4.
While not at school or while not under the supervision of a school authority which endangered the property, health, or safety of others;

5.
Engaged in conduct which endangered the property, health or safety of any employee or a school board member of the school district;

6.
Is at least 16 and repeatedly engaged in conduct while at school or under the supervision of a school authority that disrupted the ability of school authorities to maintain order or an educational atmosphere at school or at an activity supervised by a school authority and such conduct does not constitute other grounds for expulsion under section 120.13(1)(c) of the Wisconsin Statutes.

C.
Prior to a referral to the school board for an expulsion hearing when a student commits certain expellable offenses, other than those where federal and/or state law requires expulsion, a pre-expulsion conference may be conducted by the school administration in lieu of the referral.


During the pre-expulsion conference students are offered the opportunity to voluntarily agree to a number of prescribed conditions that can allow them to stay in school and avoid expulsion if fulfilled.  Which conditions are chosen by the administration is based upon the type of frequency of the offense. Some of the options include, for example:


1.
Participation in an alcohol or other drug assessment/treatment


2.
Participation in mental health assessment/counseling/therapy


3.
Meetings with the school social worker


4.
Development of a plan of success:  academic, physical, emotional and social


5.
Development of and participation in plan of community service


6.
Restitution, apology


7.
Other options established at the pre-expulsion conference


The pre-expulsion conference is scheduled during the student’s initial suspension leading to an expulsion and is conducted by the superintendent and/or building principal. The student and the parent/guardian are invited and encouraged to attend the conference, but are not legally required to do so.  The pre-expulsion conference includes the following:

1.  
A presentation by the superintendent and/or building principal outlining the school rule/policy violations and evidence supporting the allegations.

2.
An opportunity for the student and/or parent/guardian to present testimony on their behalf.

3.
A review of the stipulations of the facts of the incident.

4.
A discussion to determine the willingness of the part of the student and parent/guardian to accept a voluntary opportunity to avoid expulsion.

5.
An agreement by the student and parent/guardian, if less than 18 year of age, to complete a re-entry plan.

If the prescribed condition(s) are not met, the student is referred to the school board for
expulsion on the original expellable offense.

If a student is identified as having a disability, a manifestation determination must be

held with an IEP team to determine whether or not the student’s behavior is a
manifestation of his/her disability.

D.
In accordance with federal law and state law [120.13 (1)(bm)(c) 2m of the Wisc. State Statutes], a student shall be expelled from school for possessing a firearm on school premises or while under the supervision of a school authority and shall be referred to the appropriate criminal or juvenile justice authorities.  The length of the expulsion shall be for not less than one year, except as otherwise determined by the board on a case-by-case basis.

E.
Prior to expulsion, the board will hold a hearing regarding the proposed expulsion.

1.
Written notice of the hearing will be sent separately by certified mail (return receipt request) or hand delivered separately to the student and his/her parent or guardian at least five days prior to the hearing date.

2.
An adult student will be asked if his/her parent(s) should be notified.

3.
The notice will state the reason for the proposed expulsion, the time and place of the hearing, the fact that expulsion may result in exclusion from school, and the right to legal representation as well as all other information required by section 120.13(1)(c) of the Wisconsin Statutes.

4.
A special education student and his/her parents/guardians must be notified of their rights under state and federal laws.

5.
At the hearing, minutes will be kept of all proceedings.

F.
Upon the board’s decision to expel a student:

1.
A copy of the expulsion order will be mailed separately to the student and his/her parent/guardian unless an adult student requests that a parent not be notified.
2.
The student will have the right to appeal the expulsion to the State Superintendent.

3
An appeal of the State Superintendent’s decision may be made within 30 days to the county circuit court.

G.
The board may authorize the administration to consider alternate placements or programs for an expelled student during the period of expulsion.  When indicated, expulsion orders shall contain any conditions for receipt of services during the expulsion period and any conditions the student is expected to follow prior to or during an early reinstatement. The board also authorizes the administration to notify the Department of Public Instruction of the expulsion, and the appropriate circumstances, in accordance with federal and state laws and/or Board policy.
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