Cambria-Friesland School District


Chapter Code:
EEAB      
Board of Education Policy


   
Original Board Policy 
School Bus Routing and Scheduling

School bus routes and schedules shall be established by the superintendent or his/her designee.  Routes shall be planned for economy of operation and the safety of the student.

School bus transportation will be provided to students residing outside the Cambria village limits.  Routes shall be arranged in such a way as to equalize, as nearly as possible with the understanding that there will be times when routes will be shorter in length and time which may be due to the fact that some routes have less stops with a large number of students being picked up or dropped off at each stop. Bus routes are developed based on the following: 

1.
the length of routes;


2.
the number of students riding the bus; and

3. the time students spend on school buses.

The following guidelines will be used for transporting students:


1.
Buses will travel on state and county roads.


2.
Buses will travel on township roads and driveways which are 2/10 of a miles or
 longer.


3.
Buses will only travel on township roads and driveways which are 2/10 of a mile or
longer if the turnaround may be made safely.  If the turnaround is not free of machinery,
vehicles, snow, etc., the transportation supervisor will contact the home once to have 
the turnaround area cleared.  If it is not cleared, the bus will no longer use the driveway or township road.

4. “First on, first off” shall be the usual policy for pickups and drop-offs. Exceptions will need approval of the superintendent or designee.
5. Bus drivers will drop students off at the normal stop unless they have written permission from a parent/guardian to disembark elsewhere.  This note must be
signed by the student’s building principal or designee.

6.
The district recommends that a parent or responsible person be present to receive a kindergartner or younger student from the school bus stop.

7.
The driver has the authority to make decisions regarding impassable driveways and improper turnarounds.  The bus will not travel down a township road or a driveway which is 2/10 of a mile or longer if inoperable road conditions exist (mud, snow, etc.).

8.
Parents are requested to either notify the school or call the family preceding their child’s pickup if their child will not be riding the morning bus.

9.
Transportation to and/or from relatives, babysitters, or licensed day care providers will be allowed for district residents/students contingent on the following conditions:
a.  All requests will be made in writing and signed by a parent or guardian.  Requests shall include the name(s) of the student(s) involved as well as the name, address and phone number of the relative, babysitter, or licensed day care provider at the pick-up and/or drop-off point.

b.  Requests resulting in no additional mileage, labor, or cost to the district may be approved the same day by a signature from the transportation supervisor.

c. Requests which would cause the district additional mileage, labor, or cost (henceforth, “alternate transportation”) will require a minimum of one week lead-time.  Approval of such requests will be based upon available district resources.

d. Alternate transportation requests will require the requester to pay a fee determined by the school district to reflect the actual cost to the district.  The actual cost per student will be derived by multiplying the number of extra miles being driven by the previous year’s average annual cost per mile.

e. Alternate transportation fees must be paid in advance of each school quarter (or through the current quarter for mid-quarter requests).

A parent who disagrees with bus routes and/or the type of service provided may have the case reviewed by the transportation supervisor.  All such requests for deviation from established general guidelines are considered on an individual basis based on student safety and/or other extenuating circumstances.  All cases must have the final approval of the superintendent or designee.
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